58                                                                    MI SCIENTISTS

Key and kite experiment
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
was born in Boston on January 17,
1706, as the tenth child in a family of!
17 children. Ben's father, unable to pay
for his schooling, put him reluctantly
for work in a candlemaking shop. But,
,Ben put in efforts to educate himself,
buying books in preference to food even. Thus the bud in Ben
flowered eventually. He made outstanding contributions in
science, literature , social service, philosophy, etc.
He developed the American Philosophical Society and
founded the first mobile library in America. He established
the Academy of Pennsylvania which later grew up into a
University.
His key and kite experiment led to the discovery of 'light-
ning conductor', also called 'Franklin rod'. On a stormy day,
Franklin and his colleague William flew a big paper kite; a
pointed wire at the upper tip of the kite was to act as an "elec-
tricity collector" (from the clouds), and the string attached to
the kite would be a "conductor" of electricity. He tied the
hand-end of the string to a metallic key which would "store"